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I Support student loan forgiveness for counselors.

: ACA supports counselors’ advancement throughout their career and in a variety
of counseling areas. ACA will
f  Champion federal legislation that provides more funding for college and career counseling
programs.
f  Support additional resources and funding opportunities for provisional counselors

Support for Veterans: ACA advocates for creating more counseling positions within the Department of
Veterans Afairs (VA) to address workforce shortages, reduce wait times and ensure veterans have timely
access to quality mental health care. ACA will
I Advocate for increased hiring of Licensed Professional Mental Health Counselors within the
Department of Veterans AfFairs.

21st Century Care

ACA is committed to ensuring 21st Century Care that is evidence-based and harnesses the benefts of
technology which protects the clinician-client relationship. 21st Century Care includes incorporating
trauma informed and culturally appropriate practices into systems of care. As part of 21st Century Care,
ACA advocates for

: The ACA is committed to advocating for the development of
responsible and ethical regulatory policies pertaining to Artifcial Intelligence (Al) in the felds of mental
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1 Supporting member advocacy in expanding Medicaid and private insurance to cover

LPC telehealth services.

1 : Partnering with members and branches on broadband expansion eforts that
support LPCs in rural and underserved areas.

1 Encouraging telehealth policies that enhance multi-state practice and

uniformity of care.

: Enhancing funding and capacity for school-based counseling services in
order to meet the national standard of counselor-to-student ratios (250:1), thereby ensuring students in all
communities are provided access to quality care.

: Leading the way in state partnerships and coalitions to enhance Medicaid,
funding and local programming. Advancing culturally competent counseling education and services,
ensuring all communities have access to qualifed counselors.

21%t Century Care:

: Advocating for safe, innovative Al policies and equipping
counselors with training to use these technologies efectively while protecting client privacy. Supporting
ACA branches in addressing regulatory concerns related to Al and technology.

Advocating for community-based crisis intervention services that integrate a trauma-
informed continuum of care and best practices, ensuring that counselors are equipped to provide efective
care for individuals in crisis and raising awareness about the necessity of counselors in crisis intervention.

: Strengthening community-based mental health programs that fortify
underserved communities and address the public health crisis of social violence such as gun violence,
hate crimes and family violence as well as reduce substance abuse and engage in suicide prevention
across states. Partnering with our members in advocating for resources, funding and the adoption of
trauma-informed best practices within community settings.

21% Century Standards: ACA remains committed to advancing 21
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